The consequences of the global financial crisis continue to be felt in numerous arenas throughout the world. People are losing their homes, jobs, pensions. Their dreams of a better tomorrow for themselves and their children fade before their eyes. It would be difficult to exaggerate the terms in which the crisis has been described and detailed. "A stake in the heart of the financial system as we have known it" A recent study released by the Institute for Policy Studies in December 2008 documents that the United States and European governments have so far committed 40 times more money to rescue financial firms than to fight the poverty and climate crises in the developing world.
At one Oblate parish in California, homeowners have banded together to negotiate their common plight with the banks. The Washington office has filed five resolutions with major U.S. banks and has
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The degradation of the forests is happening everywhere, often silently with the conspiracy and corruption by some moneyed men in the society and public administrators. Particularly in Sylhet Division, the movement of Adibashi Poribesh Roskhya Andolon (APRA) found that almost all the degradation to the forest and the biodiversity is caused by the felling of existing trees in the hills. In Moroichara Eco Park project, in Jafflong stones are being extracted from the punjies (villages), cutting down trees from the Khasi locality; and the latest case in Khegurichhara Area, tree cutting is being promoted by the Nahar Tea Estate. A meeting in Dhaka was convened on December 8th, the feast the Immaculate Conception and the eve of the celebration of EID, to talk about the challenges which the country faces in the struggle to stem the environmental devastation that the country is experiencing, especially its rivers and to restore an ecological balance that is sustainable for future generations. The Oblates were instrumental in fostering this exchange of views between indigenous peoples, academics, businessmen and government officials who were Catholic, Muslim and tribal in religious affiliation.
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compounds. The UN mentions 2.5 million refugees, terrorized by armed groups, raped and killed, chased from their villages without water, food or dwelling, to make room for armed mercenaries in search of precious minerals. The armed mercenaries are sponsored by many different regional and international interest groups and countries who seek to benefit from the largely illicit trade in minerals. As many as 40 armed groups terrorize the whole of East and North-East DRC.
The saying is: `You start a war here while I extract gold there`. The DRC government, plagued with inadequate institutions and corruption cannot protect its citizens, defend its borders, build an appropriate infrastructure or provide essential services such as proper roads, electricity, water and sewage facilities to the population. In solidarity with the call of the DRC bishops, Benedict XVI pledged the Epiphany collection to the Church of Africa and asked the worldwide Church to do likewise. Africa needs our help and must not again be forgotten in this profoundly changing world. January 28 -February 1, 2009 Belem, Brazil 40+ Oblates will be attending! Read about it in the next E-newsletter.
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